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High School: Civics Standards 

Introduction 

In high school, the civics standards promote knowledge of the historical foundations and principles of American government toward the goal of 
productive civic engagement. Additionally, the standards focus on understanding the unique roles of local, state and national institutions. By 
developing inquiry skills in civics, students apply their conceptual knowledge through questioning, investigating, using evidence and communicating 
conclusions in order to gain knowledge and apply the skills needed to be engaged citizens. 

Concepts and Practices Standards 

 
 

I: Questioning 

HS.C.I.Q.1 Generate compelling questions to frame thinking, inquiry and/or understanding 
of key civics concepts. 

HS.C.I.Q.2 Generate supporting questions to develop knowledge, understanding and/or 
thinking relative to key civics concepts framed by compelling questions. 

I: Investigating Investigating occurs through the exploration of the discipline strand standards. 

 
 
 

 
C: Civic and Political Institutions 

HS.C.CP.1 Explain how the U.S. Constitution embodies the principles of rule of law, popular 
sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, separation of powers and checks and 
balances to promote general welfare. 

HS.C.CP.2 Analyze legislative, executive and judicial branch decisions in terms of 
constitutionality and impact on citizens and states. 

HS.C.CP.3 Compare various forms of government and how each maintains order, 
upholds human rights and interacts within the international community. 

HS.C.CP.4 Evaluate how the U.S. judicial system is designed to uphold equality before the law, 
due process and inalienable rights. 

 

C: Roles and Responsibilities of a 
Citizen 

HS.C.RR.1 Evaluate the civic responsibilities of individuals within a society. 
HS.C.RR.2 Explain how active citizens can affect the lawmaking process locally, nationally 

and internationally. 

 
 

C: Civic Virtues and Democratic 
Principles 

HS.C.CV.1 Explain how classical republicanism, natural rights philosophy and English common 
law influenced the thinking and actions of the American Founders. 

HS.C.CV.2 Assess how the expansion of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional 
rights and human rights influence the thoughts and actions of individuals and 
groups. 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

 HS.C.CV.3 Analyze the impact of the efforts of individuals and reform movements on the 
expansion of civil rights and liberties locally, nationally and internationally. 

 
 
 

C: Processes, Rules and Laws 

HS.C.PR.1 
HS.C.PR.2 

 

HS.C.PR.3 
 

HS.C.PR.4 

Analyze the role of the three branches of government in the lawmaking process. 
Analyze the role of elections, bureaucracy, political parties, interest groups and 
media in shaping public policy. 
Evaluate intended and unintended consequences of public policies locally, nationally 
and internationally. 
Compare the domestic and foreign policies of the United States and other countries. 

 
 

C: Kentucky Government 

HS.C.KGO.1 
 

HS.C.KGO.2 
HS.C.KGO.3 

Explain how the Kentucky Constitution embodies the principles of rule of law, 
popular sovereignty, separation of powers and checks and balances. 
Compare Kentucky’s government to other states and to the federal government. 
Describe how active citizens can affect change in their communities and Kentucky. 

 
 
 

I: Using Evidence 

HS.C.I.UE.1 
 

HS.C.I.UE.2 
 

HS.C.I.UE.3 

Evaluate the credibility of multiple sources representing a variety of perspectives 
relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in civics. 
Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in civics. 
Use appropriate evidence to construct and revise claims and counterclaims 
relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in civics. 

 
 

 
I: Communicating Conclusions 

HS.C.I.CC.1 
 

HS.C.I.CC.2 
 

HS.C.I.CC.3 

Engage in civil discussion, reach consensus when appropriate and respect diverse 
opinions relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in civics. 
Engage in disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, explanations or public 
communications relevant to meaningful and/or investigative questions in civics. 
Engage in disciplinary thinking and apply appropriate evidence to propose a 
solution or design an action plan relevant to compelling and/or supportive 
questions in civics. 



143 
 

High School: Economics Standards 

Introduction 

In high school, the economics standards explore how people satisfy unlimited wants with scarce resources through the concepts of economic 
decision making. Students explore economic issues at both the micro and macroeconomic levels using graphs, charts and data to analyze, describe 
and explain economic concepts. By developing economic inquiry skills, students apply their conceptual knowledge through questioning, 
investigating, using evidence and communicating conclusions so they are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to be economically 
informed, engaged citizens. 

Concepts and Practices Standards 

 
 

I: Questioning 

HS.E.I.Q.1 Generate compelling questions to frame thinking, inquiry and/or understanding 
of key economic concepts. 

HS.E.I.Q.2 Generate supporting questions to develop knowledge, understanding and thinking 
relative to key economic concepts framed by compelling questions. 

I: Investigating Investigating occurs through the exploration of the discipline strand standards. 

 
 
 
 

E: Microeconomics 

HS.E.MI.1 Compare perfect competition, monopolistic competition, oligopoly and 
monopoly and how the extent of competition within various markets affects 
price, quantity and variety in production. 

HS.E.MI.2 Analyze and graph the impact of supply and demand shifts on equilibrium price 
and quantities produced. 

HS.E.MI.3 Analyze the roles of product and factor markets. 
HS.E.MI.4 Compare the roles of consumers and producers in the product, labor and 

financial markets and the economy as a whole. 

 
 
 

 
E: Macroeconomics 

HS.E.MA.1 Evaluate how values and beliefs like economic freedom, equity, full employment, 
price stability, security, efficiency and growth help to form different types of 
economic systems. 

HS.E.MA.2 Analyze ways in which competition and government regulation influence what is 
produced and allocated in an economy. 

HS.E.MA.3 Describe the externalities of government attempts to remedy market failure 
and improve market outcomes through fiscal policy. 

HS.E.MA.4 Analyze the impact of fiscal policies, various government taxation and spending 
policies on the economy. 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

 HS.E.MA.5 
HS.E.MA.6 
 
HS.E.MA.7 

Assess how interest rates influence borrowing and investing. 
Assess the effectiveness of rules and laws that protect both consumers and 
producers. 
Explain how the Federal Reserve uses monetary policy to promote price stability, 
employment and economic growth. 

 
 
 

E: Specialization, Trade and 
Interdependence 

HS.E.ST.1 
 
 

HS.E.ST.2 
 

HS.E.ST.3 

Draw conclusions regarding the effect of specialization and trade on production, 
distribution and consumption of goods and services for individuals, businesses and 
societies. 
Analyze the role of comparative advantage in international trade of goods and 
services. 
Explain how international economic trends and policies affect political, social and 
economic conditions in various nations. 

 
 
 

 
E: Incentives, Choices and Decision 
Making 

HS.E.IC.1 

 
HS.E.IC.2 

 
HS.E.IC.3 

 

HS.E.IC.4 

Predict the way scarcity causes individuals, organizations and governments to 
evaluate tradeoffs, make choices and incur opportunity costs. 
Evaluate how individuals, organizations and governments respond to incentives in 
the decision making process. 
Perform a cost-benefit analysis on a real-world situation, using economic thinking to 
describe the marginal costs and benefits of a particular situation. 
Evaluate how incentives determine what is produced and distributed in a 
competitive market system. 

 
 
 

E: Kentucky Economics 

HS.E.KE.1 
 

HS.E.KE.2 
 

HS.E.KE.3 

Explain the impact of varying market structures on profit, price and production in 
Kentucky. 
Analyze how national and international trends and policies impact Kentucky’s state 
and local economies. 
Analyze how the four components of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) are combined 
to assess the health of Kentucky’s economy. 

 
I: Using Evidence 

HS.E.I.UE.1 Evaluate the credibility of multiple sources representing a variety of perspectives 
relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in economics. 

HS.E.I.UE.2 Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

 perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in economics. 
HS.E.I.UE.3 Use appropriate evidence to construct and revise claims and 

counterclaims relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in 
economics. 

 
 

 
I: Communicating Conclusions 

HS.E.I.CC.1 Engage in civil discussion, reach consensus when appropriate and respect diverse 
opinions relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in economics. 

HS.E.I.CC.2 Engage in disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, explanations or public 
communications relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in economics. 

HS.E.I.CC.3 Engage in disciplinary thinking and apply appropriate evidence to propose 
a solution or design an action plan relevant to compelling and/or 
compelling questions in economics. 




